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Rovere: but He refused to disgrace the Vice-
chancellor-Cardinal Ascanio Maria Sforza-Vis-
conti:
(y) That the Pope's Holiness would consent to ally
Himself with the Royal House of Naples by the
marriage of His bastard, Don Gioffredo Borgia,
to Madonna Sancia, bastard of Don Alonso de
Aragona, Duke of Calabria and heir of King
Don Ferrando I. This agreement was ratified by
betrothal; and Don Gioffredo set out for Naples
to see the girl, and to receive her dowry with
the title Prince of Squillace. The marriage was
postponed for the present, because neither bride
nor bridegroom had completed their thirteenth
year.
No sooner was the treaty of peace signed, than the
Sieur Perron de Basche, Orator of the Christian King
Charles VIII of France, arrived in Rome, armed with
instructions to prevent an alliance between Papacy ant?
Regno, and to obtain pontifical confirmation of the elec-
tion, by the Rouen chapter, of Messire Georges d'Amboise
as Archbishop. The Supreme Pontiff, by way of emphasis-
ing His independent attitude to France, refused to receive
the Orator in audience, annulled the election of Messire
Georges d'Amboise, and named one of His Own court to
the Archbishopric of Rouen. This was what the twentieth
century timidly calls an "unfriendly act"; and the Chris-
tian King forthwith began to sympathise with Cardinal
Giuliano della Rovere's recent clamour for a General
Council to depose the Lord Alexander P.P. VI, and to
meditate thereon day and night.1
iSdegnati di questa collazione contro del Papa, il Re tenne ii
di medesimo gran consiglio, dove furono proposte^e trattate piu cose
contro del Papa in riformatione della chiesa. (Dispatch of 31 Aug.
1493, Canestrini, Negotiations avec la Toscane, 1. 249.)